Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 21, 2025 9:30AM

Jefferson Prairie Lutheran Church

As a community called by Christ,
we live our faith by loving and serving all creation



Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025 9:30AM

Prelude
Welcome

Please stand as you are able
GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Invocation
In the name of the #+ triune God in whose presence we wait,
the Holy Parent, fulfilling the promise,
the Holy Child, waiting to be born,
the Holy Spirit, illumining the way.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn “Blessed Be the God of Israel” #250

Advent Candle Lighting

An angel came to Joseph in a dream and said, “"Do not be afraid.” For the child conceived
in Mary is from the Holy Spirit, Emmanuel, God with us.

In Jesus Christ, God’s love takes flesh and dwells among us.

As we near the celebration of Christ’s birth, we remember that love is not a feeling we
create but it is a gift God gives.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.

(The fourth candle is lit)

We light this candle as a sign of God’s love revealed in Jesus Christ. It is love that is
stronger than fear, deeper than sorrow, and greater than we can imagine.
Come, Lord Jesus, dwell with us in love. Amen.

Blessing Response "0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel v. 4" #257

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
. . . one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Please be seated

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
Reading Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 page 529
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
21n the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
40 Lord God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?



>You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.
18 And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name.
19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Anthem Waiting for a King

The Gift of Christmas-
O Come, All Ye Faithful”

The Promise of a Savior: Isaiah 9:6
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

The Angel Visits Mary: Luke 1:26-38
“"Angels We Have Heard on High”

The Journey to Bethlehem: Luke 2:1-5
O Little Town of Bethlehem”

The Birth of Jesus: Luke 2:6-7
“Away in a Manger”

The Shepherd and Angels: Luke 2:8-14
“"Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

The Visit of the Magi
“"The First Noel”

The Gift for the World
“Joy to the World”

Please stand as you are able.

Prayers of Intercession
Petition Response: hear our prayer.
. . . through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Choir

#283

p 625
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#300
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MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Christ.

Offerings Place offerings in the plate at the sanctuary entrance, mail to the church, or give through our
website or Tithe.ly App. Thanks you for your financial support of our ministry.

Presentation of Gifts Come Now, O Prince of Peace vs. 1, 2 #247
Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

Come now, O God of love, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

Offering Prayer
Nourishing God,
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
. .and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy p. 153
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Promise

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy nhame. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.
Please be seated

Communion A/l are welcome at God’s table. Communion is by intinction. You will receive the wafer and
then dip it into the wine. Gluten-Free wafers are available by request.

Communion Hymns “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” #276
“"We Come to the Hungry Feast” #479
“"We Place upon Your Table, Lord” #467

Please stand as you are able

Post Communion Blessing
...keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Post Communion Prayer



. .in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

Bell Toll
Sending Hymn “Canticle of the Turning” #723

Dismissal
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright permission granted to reprint all material from Sundays & Seasons, 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Permission to podcast / stream
the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735322-A. All rights reserved.
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Worship Leaders
Terry & Loretta Williams — Ushers/Greeters
Jettie Morelock & Hayden Olson — Acolytes
Chris Vance—Reader
Steve Mentele — Choir Director
Robin Hoefer — Pianist
Wade Crevier — Pastor
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Banner Artists
Bodhi Erickson, Charlotte Heeren, Harlyn & Poppy Morelock, Delaney Olson, Decorah & Randy Williams

The Gift of Christmas Readers
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Blessed Be the God of Israel
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

=

.-‘__'_ -
e ——" S——

B T -
E—.ﬁ'f_l_ P -

1 O come, O come, Em - man w - el, and ran - som  cap - tive
2 0O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em - brac - ing  all things
1 O come, O come, 0 Lord of might, as to  vour tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free vour own from Sa - tan’s
- — _JL
e e o ® -
Is - ra - el, thatmourns in  lone - 1y ex - ile here
far and migh: in strengthand beau - ty COme and stay:
Si - nai’s height in  an - cient times you  gave the law
tyr - an - ny; fromdepths of hell your peo - ple save,
I Refrain
: - - S
~ - -
un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
teach wus wour will and guide our way. ) . 2
in cloud, and maj - es - 1y, and awe.  eioice! Re-joice!
and give them vic-try o'er the grave.
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.
5 O come, O Key of David, come, 7 O come, O King of nations, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home: O Cornerstone that binds in one:
make safe the way that leads on high, refresh the hearts that long for you;
and close the path to misery. restore the broken, make us new.
Refraien Refrain
6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer: § O come, O come, Emmanuel,

O Sun of justice, now draw near
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Refrain

e stanza af this paraphrese of the grear O Ant
each of the last days of Advent, as follows:

Dec, 17: € Wisdom (2)

Dec. 18: & Lord of might (3]
Dec. 1% 0 Branch of Jesse (4}
Dee, 20 O Key of Dawvid {5

Toxiz Psalteriohim Canriomum Coghelicerum, Kln, 1710 17. comyposite
Music: French processional, L5th cend.
Tt wis. 2, 6.7 0 1997 Augyburg Fosiress

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Fefrain

iphons may be suRg on

Dy, 200 O Dayspring (61
Deg. 220 O King of nations {7}
Dec. 23; O Emmanuel (8}

WEMI, EMMANLEL
FE-R IR
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289 Angels We Have Heard on High

I An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o'er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this  ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see  him whose birth the  an - gels sing:

and the moun-tains in re-ply, eoch - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav'n - ly song?
a-Sae on bend - ed knee Chnst the Lord, the new - bom king..
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Bfusies Lewis HL Aedner, 1831-1508
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1O lit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, how  still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is bom of Mar - v, and, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-ly, how si-lent-ly the won-drous gift is giv'n!
4 0O ho - Iy child of Beth-le - hem, de - scend to us, We pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go by,
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their waich of won-d'ring love.
S0  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n
cast oul our sin, and em - ter in, be  borm in us  to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
(8] morn-ing stars, 1o - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No  ear may hear his com - ing; but, in  this world of sim,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels the pgreat glad dd - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to- night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to  ws, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - &l
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Away in a Manger
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| A - way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba-by a - wakes, but  lit - tle Lord
3 Be mear me Lord Je-sus; 1 ask you to  stay close by me for-
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Je - sus laid down his sweet head, the stars in the brght sky looked
Je-sus, no  cry-ing he makes. [ love you, Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all  the dear chil - dren  in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle all mormn-ing is nigh
your ten - der care and fit wus for heav-en, to live with you there.
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2 70 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

5@¢ﬁq:?%i£ﬁ5£%¢%iﬁg

I Hark! The her - an - gels sing,  “Glo - to the new-bom king;
2 Chnst, by high - crt heav'n a - dored, Cheist, u:u: ey - -]aul ing  Laord,
3 Hail the heav'n - born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of  righ-teous - ness!
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c on earth, and mer-cy  mild, Ood and sin - mers rec - on - ciled.”
abe  in  Hme be-kald him  come, u!’l’-aprmg of a  vir-gin's womh.
Light and [ife o all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in  his wings,
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Foy - ful, all you ma-tions, rise; join the wmi-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may dic,
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with an - gel - ¢ hodls pro-claim, “Christ is bormn in Beth - e - hem!™
Fleased as man with  ws  w dwell, Ie - sus, our Em-man-u - elt
born to raise each child of earth, borm 1 give  us  sec-ond birth,

Refrain
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The First Noel
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say  was to
2 They look - ed up and saw .. a star  shin-ing
3 And by the light of that . . same star  three. .
4 This star drew  near to the . . north - west, o'er ,
5 Then en - tered in those wise. . men  three, full . .
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cer-tain poor shep-herds in  fields as they lay: in fields  where
in ... the casl be - yond . . them far; and 10 the
wise. . men came . . from coun - ry far; o seek for a
Beth - le -hem .. it took .. its rest; and there it
rev - ‘rent-ly ... up-on ... their knee, and of - fered
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep. on a cold win-ter's
earth 1t gave . .. great light, and.. so it con -
king was their . .. in - tent, and o fol - low the
did both stop and stay nght.. o - ver the
there  in his . pres - ence their . . gold,. ... and
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Text: English traditsonal

Music: English teaditional; arr. John Stsiner, 185801901

THE FIRST ROWELL
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ADVENT

Joy to the World 267
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I Joy to the world, the Lord s come!  Let  earth re -

2 Joy  to  the earth, the Sav - ior reigns!  Let all their

3 No mare let  sin and  sor - row £rony nnr thorns in -

4 He rmules the warld with  truth  amd g,raﬂ: ma.k&e. the
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ceive  her king; let ev - 'ry heart pre - pare him
SoNgs . em - ploy, while fields and Noods,  rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes o make his bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - res of his  righ - teous -
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IO and heav'n and na - ture sing, and heav'nand npa - ture
plains re - peat the sound- -ing  joy. re - peat the sound- -ing
fHow far  as  the curse is  found, far as  the curse is
ness and won-ders of his  love, and  won-ders of his
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sing, an and  heav'n and na - ture sing,
oy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Jow,
found, fa_r as, far as the curse jg found,
love, won - ders, won - ders of hiz lowve,
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hesv'n and na - ture sing,

Tent: laaac Wares, 1674 -1748 ANTIDNCH
Music: English melody, 181h cent.; arr Lowell Masan, ITa2- 1872 CM are repeat



Come Now, O Prince of Peace

Music: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947
Text and mussic © Geonyong Lee
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1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one bod - y.
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - y
3 Come now and  set wus free, O God, our Sav - ior.
4 Come, Hope of u - ni -ty -make us one bod - y
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Come, O Lord Je sus,  rec - on - cile your peo - ple.
Come, 0 Lord Je - sus, rec-on-cile your  peo - ple.
Come, 0 Lord Je sus,  rec - on - cile all na - tions,
Come, 0 Lord Je - sus, rec-on-cile na - tions.
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Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 05050
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Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho -ly Lord, Lord God of pow'r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of  your glo - ry
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Ho - san-na in the high-est. DBless - ed is  he who comes
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in the name  of the Lord.  Ho - san-na in the high - est.



Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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L'In - fant ho - ly, in-fant low-ly, for his bed a cat-tle stall
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herds keep-ing vig-il till the mom-ing new
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ox-en low-ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto -ry, tid-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, ﬁd-iugxbﬁng-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor-row:
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Christ the child is Lord of alll Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was bom for you! Christ the child was bom for you!

Text: Polish caral; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 18851933, alt.

W ZEOBIE LEZY
Music: Polish carol
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We Come to the Hungry Feast
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1 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of  peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for  a  world re - leased
3 We come 1o the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
e
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To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God s
from hun - folk of ev - 'ry kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we  eat our fill, the hun-ger will stay
B 1 T T -
not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind, We come, we  come (0 the hun-gry  feast
with us; still  we come, we  come to the hun - gry feast,
Text: Ray Makeever, b, 1943 HUNGRY FEAST
Music: Hay Makeever TTEAN
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We Place upon Your Table, Lord
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1 We place up - on your ta - ble, Lord, where you by
2 With - in these sim - ple things there lie the height and
3 Ac - cept them, Lord; they come from you; we take them
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grace have bid us dine, these to - kens of our dan - ly
depth of hu - man life: our pain and tears, our thoughts and
hum - bly from your hand; put these your gifts to high - er
_ s £ - APEEE 3 et
OF — , — 15
s - e e
0
Y ! I !
7 smn | | | ——
P —3 -

r -
work, the food of life, the bread and wine.
toils, our hopes and fears, our joy and strife.
use:  the ho - ly meal that you com - mand.
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Text: M. F. C. Wilson, 1884—-1944, alt.
Music: DISTRESS, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



JUSTICE, PEACE

723 Canticle of the Turning
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i M},-' soul  crics out with a joy - ful shout  that  ihe
* Thoogh I am small. my ... God, my all, you ...
3 From  the halls of  pow's 1o the  for - tress  low'r, not oa
4 Though the ma - tions  rage  from . . age 1o age, WE e -
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Godd  of my heart s ga'r:nl.. and my spir - it sings  of the
work great. . things in and your mer - oy will last  from the
stome will be  left  on sh:rne Let the king be - ware for your
mem -ber who holds us fast: God's mer - cy must de -
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won - drows  things ou bring e the ones who
the end of the age 1o

wall.
be.

- 'ry tv - mant . . . from |fos throme.,
grasp
-JI_

jus - tee fears

1
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that
Flnpﬂ:s of the past o
2y
liv - ar us from

the con - quer-or's crush - ing

You fixed vour sight on your ser - wvanl's  plight, and my
Yaour ver - ¥ name  puts the prowd 0 shame, and to
The hun - gry poor  shall . . weep fals3 More, for  the
This sa¥ - INg word  that our  fore - bears  heard 5  the
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weak -ness  vou did  onot spurm, so from east to west shall my
those who would for  wou  yearn, you will show your might, put the
fq:n:l they can mev - er earm; there are L - bles spresd, ev - 'ry

- 152 which halds uws  bound, ull the spear and rod can be

name  be blest. Could the world bBe a - ln turn?
strong Lo fight, for the world s a- IJEI.II: o turmn.
mowth  be fed, for the world 15 a - bout 1] turm
crushed by God, who is tum - ing the world a - round

My beart shall sing of the day vou bring. Let the fires of your jus-tce  bum.

Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn deaws near, and the world 15 a-bout to tumn.



Announcements for December 21, 2025
Welcome! We are happy you are here today!

o Families: It is our hope that you will find a comfortable way to worship at JP. There are activity bags in the Narthex for
young children to use during worship. There is also a large pew area, “Prayground”, on the righthand side of the
Sanctuary, near the pulpit, that is available for families to use.

e Large Print Bulletins and Hymns are available in the narthex in a red binder. Ask the ushers!

e Visitors: Sign the Visitor’'s Book and pick up a visitor's bag located on the table in the Connecting Room.

Keep in prayer: June Bates, Mary Carlson, Judy Clark (sister-in-law of Bill), Dean Erickson (Brett’'s dad), Jill
Fiorenza (Jim Baker’s Sister), Barb Grenawalt, David Hagemann, Lois Keller, Leandra Miller (Ginny’s friend), Brad
Pfaff (son-in-law of Mary Jane), Emma Schutt (Rose’s niece), Don Seeger, Ron Torkilson, Lynn Tracy, Mary Jane
Tracy, Susan (Svenson) Witte. Please contact the office with any changes in requests.

Donations of hats and mittens may be placed on the tree outside the offices. New and CLEAN, like-new used
items may be donated. Last year donations when to the Clinton Elementary School.

"FALALALALA” - Join us for Christmas Caroling, Sunday, December 21 after a brief time of Fellowship we’ll travel
to Alden Meadows in Clinton and then Riverside in Beloit.

The Christmas Spirit was strong with the carolers on Wednesday evening. A group of about 25 members invaded
3 JP member’s homes with angelic voices and so much warmth. The Seeger’s shared that it is their family tradition
to go to Alden Meadows on Christmas Day night to carol. After experiencing a Congregation doing this in Northern
Minnesota they took it upon themselves to spread the tradition. Hope said anyone interested should meet at their

house at 6pm (even if the Seeger’s can’'t go &)) Contact Hope if you're interested.
Wreaths Across America was a wonderful success! Watch for a recap in the January Prairie Light!

Congregational Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 25™ following worship. If needed, reschedule date
will be February 15,

Donations must be received on or before December 28" to count toward 2025 giving.

Giving Envelopes are in the connecting room hallway. [f you give electronically, you do not need an envelope.
Please let Julia Pearson know if you need envelopes.

Parsonage Update: Council discussed and decided that a Planning Team, made up of members of Jefferson
Prairie, would be most appropriate for mapping out the future of the parsonage. Are you interested in gathering
ideas and information? Do you have suggestions? Contact Terry Pearson to sign-up for the Parsonage Planning.

Sharing Your Offering: Thank you for your generosity that supports God’s ministry here at Jefferson Prairie and our
mission partners. There are multiple options for sharing your offering.

¢ Offering plates are located on stands by the entrance to the sanctuary.

¢ Give online at www.jplchurch.org . Click on the GIVE tab at the top to be directed to Tithe.ly.

e Mail your check to church: 23184 Bergen Rd. Poplar Grove, IL 61065

Online worship available at: https://www.facebook.com/jeffersonprairie/live/ and www.jplchurch.org homepage.
Click on Sermons on the website to watch previous worship services. The bulletin is under Sermon Notes.
NOTE: This worship service is being livestreamed.

Please contact the church office 815-292-3226, prior to driving to the building if you have business to do there.
During the holidays and with winter weather, there is a chance we could be delayed or working from home.

This Week’s Calendar

Sunday, December 21 8:15 am Choir

9:30 am Worship with Children’s Program

Fellowship

11:15am Caroling @ Alden Meadows and Riverside (inside)
Tuesday, December 23 9:00 am Quilting
Wednesday, December 24 Christmas Eve-Office Closed

4:00pm Christmas Eve Worship

9:00pm Christmas Eve Worship (also on livestream)
Thursday, December 25 Christmas Day-Office Closed
Friday, December 26 3:00 pm Bell Choir
Sunday, December 28 Prairie Light Available

9:30 am Worship

Fellowship



